
Yearly Production The table shows the yearly production an (in thousands of barrels) of an 
oil well over a period of 36 years.

(a)  Use the regression feature of a graphing utility to find an arithmetic sequence, a geometric 
sequence, and a quadratic sequence to model the data. Let n represent the year.

(b) Create a table that compares the actual data values with the values given by each sequence.

(c) Which sequence do you think best fits the data? Explain your reasoning.

(d) Use each sequence to predict the yearly production after 40 years. 

(e)  Which sequence do you think is the best one to use to predict the yearly production of the  
oil well in the future? Explain your reasoning.

(f )  Use summation notation and the sequence you chose in part (c) to write and evaluate the  
sum of the yearly production amounts over the period of 36 years. 
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